INTRODUCTION
The genus Maytenus was established in 1782 by Molina. It consists of about 300 species distributed mainly in tropical and subtropical areas, with some found in warm temperate zones. There are about 24 species in China (Cheng, Kao & Ma, 1999; Shao, 2000) . Maytenus section Gymnosporia (Wight & Arn.) C.Y.Cheng comprises 13 species in China (Cheng, Kao & Ma, 1999) . There is still controversy about the taxonomic status of Gymnosporia. Some taxonomists treat Gymnosporia as a section of Maytenus on the basis of morphological and chemical studies (Pei & Li, 1981 ; Cheng, Kao & Ma, 1999), whereas others treat Gymnosporia as a separate genus on the basis of certain morphological characteristics or molecular experiments (Jordaan & van Wyk, 1998 Simmons et al., 2001a, b) . From field observations and the checking of specimens, it is difficult to separate Gymnosporia from Maytenus as they have many similar characters. Therefore, we believe that it is more reasonable to treat Gymnosporia as a section of Maytenus until proof becomes available to support Gymnosporia as a separate genus. Diagnosis: M. longlinensi affinis, sed foliis ellipticis vel ovatis vel obcordatis, margines denticulatos praebentibus, petiolis viridulis, cymis monochasialiter ramosis, rhachidibus glabris, sepalis deltatis, stigmatibus 2, capsulis obconicis differt.
Description: Shrub 1-2 m high, sometimes trailing, branches reddish, occasionally with sparse thorns in the leaf axil, thorns c. 7 mm long. Leaves alternate; leaf blade elliptic, ovate, or obcordate, 25-70 ¥ 16-35 mm, papery, apex obtuse, base broadly cuneate to rounded, margin denticulate; lateral veins 6-9 pairs, slightly conspicuous on both sides; petioles 2-6 mm long. Inflorescences usually 2-6 flowered, axillary or superaxillary, 1-3 dichotomous cymose, the rachis 5-10 mm long, the pedicels 4-6 mm long. Flowers white; sepals 5, deltoid, margin serrate; petals 5, oblong; stamens 5, borne on the margin disc c. 2 mm wide, the filaments c. 2.5 mm long; ovary ovoid, two-celled, two ovules per cell, the style very short, stigmas 2. Capsules obconical, red at maturity, 6 mm in diameter, dehiscing into two valves; seeds 2, ellipsoid, c. 3 mm in diameter, grey-brown, with a white aril at the base. Flowering in December-February. Fruiting in January-March.
Distribution and habitat:
This species was only found in sparse forests or on mountain tops in limestone regions on Hainan Island, China, at altitudes of 700-1100 m (Fig. 3) . Table 1 . A key to the 14 species in Maytenus section Gymnosporia in China is also provided. 
Additional specimens examined:

